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POST TALK 
February 1, 2008    Volume 1 Issue 1                           

 
        AMERICAN LEGION POST #175                       
         PO BOX 105 
         SEVERNA PARK, MD 21146  
       
        TELEPHONE:  410-544-2066 

 
Who’s who—Post, SAL and  
Auxiliary Leadership……. 
 

American Legion Post 175 
 
 

Post Commander:  Ed May  
  
1st  Vice Commander Jim Ford 
2nd  Vice Commander John Fuller 
3rd   Vice Commander Carl "Buddy" George 
Judge Advocate Jim Manula 
Adjutant Bill Johnson 
Finance Officer Bob Niederstadt 
Service Officer Dave Murray 
Historian Leonard “LP”                           
 Baumgardner* 
Chaplain Reed Brown* 
Sergeant-at-Arms   Andre Milot  
 
* New to this office 
 

American Legion Auxiliary  
 
Auxiliary President: Pat Rabeau 
 
1st Vice-President:  Barbara Mallonee 
2nd Vice-President:  Michele Jordan  
Secretary:   Linda DiPaula  
Treasurer:  Patricia Herder 
Chaplain:  Betty Gentile 
Historian:  Eva D’Ambrosio 
Sergeant-at-Arms:  Debbie Collins 
Color Bearers:  Betty Kline 
   
 
Executive Committee:  Linda Freedenburg 
  Ann Marie Peterson 
  Patricia Wachter 

 
 
Sons of American Legion  

 

Commander: Sid Reidy 
 
1st Vice: Don Zimmerman  
2nd Vice: Vacant  
Adjutant: Rob Weaver 
Finance Officer: Dave Dulin 
Historian: Dave Peterson  
Chaplain: Dave Sersevic 
Sergeant At Arms: Joe Potak 
____________________________________________  
 
From your Commander 
 
Well here we are starting another new year. I would like 
to wish everyone a happy and healthy new year.  I am 
sorry to say that the post started out with a bust rather 
than a bang. Due to lack of support, the New Years Eve 
party was cancelled.  The band Rewind and the D.J. 
David Lee were more than generous and did not hold the 
post to their contract prices, because of this the post only 
lost $1000.00. 
 
On a more positive note the Children’s Xmas Party was 
a huge success, and I would like to thank all the people 
who were responsible for putting it on. Santa did a fine 
job, and I can finally say, I saw Jim Corkery sweat…. 
 
On the same day as the Xmas Party the post hosted 4 
Walter Reed veterans and their families to a Xmas 
Dinner, and provided gifts for the kids. This was brought 
about through the efforts of post member Becky Pulley. 
We are getting into the final stage of selecting a 
contractor to install new A/C units for the hall. If all goes 
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well it will be presented to the Members for a vote at 
the February meeting. 
 
The name change for the post is proceeding, and 
should be complete by the end of January. 
 
The following is a list of donations the post distributed 
for Xmas, 
 

1- $2800.00 - Giant food gift cards to 14 
families. 

2- $ 300.00 - Toys for Tots. 
3- $ 300.00 - Salvation Army. 
4- $ 300.00 - Severna Park Assistance Net 

Work 
5- $ 100.00 - Boy Scouts of America, Cub 

Scout Pack 175. 
6- $ 100.00 - Earleigh Fire Dept Sleigh Ride 
7- $1000.00 - Rebecca Pulley Walter Reed 

Veterans Affairs. 
 
Ed May,  
Commander 
_____________________________________ 
 
From your 1st Vice 
 

“ The American Legion” 
 

Have you ever wondered, as legionnaires, “Who and 
What is the American Legion?” 
 
The American Legion was chartered by the U. S. 
Congress in 1919 as a patriotic, mutual-help, war-time 
veteran’s organization.  The American Legion is a  
community-service organization which now numbers 
nearly 3 million members, men and women, in nearly 
15,000 American Legion Posts worldwide.  The 
American Legion, Department of Maryland was 
founded and chartered in the year 1919.  The 
membership in the State of Maryland now numbers 
nearly 81 thousand members, both men and women, in 
157 American Legion Posts statewide.  These Posts 
range in size from 15 members to over 4700 members 
in a given post. 
 
Membership eligibility in the American Legion is  
based on honorable federal active duty service with the 
U.S. Armed Forces between the following dates: 
 

April 6, 1917 to November 11, 1918 (World War I) 
 
December 7, 1941 to December 31, 1946 (World War II) 
 
June 25, 1950 to January 31, 1955  (Korean War) 
 
February 28, 1961 to May 7, 1975  (Vietnam War) 
 
August 24, 1982 to July 31, 1984  (Lebanon/Grenada) 
 
December 20, 1989 to January 31, 1990  (Operation Just 
Cause-Panama) 
 
*August 2, 1990 to Today  (Operation Desert 
Shield/Storm) 
 
*Because eligibility dates remain open, all members of 
the U.S. Armed Forces are eligible to join the American 
Legion at this time, until the date of the end of hostilities 
as determined by the government of the United States. 
 
“2007”, another year, has quickly passed us by.  As your 
1st Vice-Commander, my main responsibility is to 
maintain and promote our Legion Post’s membership.  
Our Post fell short in its goal of retaining our 3 and 4 
Star membership status during the 2007 membership 
year.  Therefore, I have focused on the goal of regaining 
the status of a 3 Star Post or hopefully better yet, 
attaining a 4 Star Post level.   
 
As an individual, I can only do so much.  However, with 
the help of each and every member to recruit new 
membership, our goals can easily be accomplished.  We 
currently have 539 members who have either renewed 
their membership for 2008, have joined as new members 
or have transferred-in to our Post.  We are currently at 88 
percent of reaching our goal of 613 paid members for the 
2008 year, as established by the Department of 
Maryland.  We need 74 more memberships to reach this 
goal.  69 more memberships will give the Post 
recognition for attaining a 3 Star Membership Status.  99 
more and we attain 4 Star Membership Status. 
 
 In Solidarity, 
 
Jim Ford 
1st Vice 
From Your Chaplain 
 
New Year’s greetings to everyone.   
 



 3

Reed Brown is out of town and Dale Strait and I have 
agreed to be his backup while he is gone.  My wife still 
needs much attention, but she has improved some 
since I resigned as Chaplain and that permits me to 
help Reed with some of the Chaplain duties.   
 
     We have lost several comrades since the last 
newsletter.  The most recent was Bill Holman and 
Alfred Pickwoad.  Our condolences go to their 
families.  On our sick list we want to remember Chick 
Danley who is pretty much confined to his home, Bill 
Lindsey who has not been doing very well lately, and 
also Dan Jordan.  If you know of someone who is sick 
and would like me to visit him in the hospital, please 
let me know and I will make every effort to do so. 
 
It’s the beginning of a new year as I write this and 
winter is here.  When we think of new years we often 
make resolutions which we seldom keep.  Hopefully 
when we think back to 2007 we have some pleasant 
memories. Unfortunately some of us also have some 
not so pleasant ones; some have disappointments and 
some sadness.  As we enter into 2008 we do so with 
uncertainty of what the future will bring us.  Will it be 
a happy year or will it be a disappointment for us.   
 
This brings to my mind a scripture written by the 
Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians chapter 5 and verse17.  
He wrote “…/the old has passed away, behold, all 
things are become new.”  This verse is to be for us 
optimistic in looking forward.  The message is don’t 
look back, but move on with faith in God.  In Genesis 
12 Abraham was called by the Lord to go to a 
promised land wherein God would bless him and his 
family and all nations.  But first old Abe (he was 75 
years old) was told to get out of his country, his 
family, and his father’s household. In Hebrews 11:8 
we are told that by faith he went out, not knowing 
where he was going.  We need to look ahead with 
optimism and not look back.  Abraham’s nephew, Lot, 
was told to take his family and leave the city of Sodom 
and not to look back.  Lot’s wife looked back.  Salt is a 
preservative and can be a good thing, but it didn’t do 
much for her.  She turned into a pillar of salt.   
 
We often are tempted to look back and dwell on the 
past, often we think of our failures and fix on guilt.  
When we do that we are up against a brick wall and 
going nowhere.  The Bible teaches us to get on with it.  
We have a purpose in life that we need to find and 
fulfill.  God made us for a reason.  We cannot change 
anything in our past even though we may wish we 

could.  What is past is past.  We may need forgiveness 
for some things we did in the past and the beauty is that 
God is a forgiving God; all we need to do is sincerely 
ask.  So may we all look eagerly to 2008 as a year of 
challenge and hope, with faith and optimism?  Let’s 
cherish good memories but let’s not live in the past, let’s 
go on with great anticipation of good things in 2008.  
  
May God bless you and give us all a great year. 
 
Bob Zerphey & Dale Strait 
(Acting Chaplains) 
____________________________________ 
 

News from our Auxiliary 
 
From the President 
 
The holidays are over and spring will soon be here. 
Right now, we have two nice events to look forward to.  
The SAL St. Valentine’s Dinner/Dance on Friday, 
February 15, 2008 and our St. Patrick’s Day Dinner/ 
Dance on Friday, March 14, 2008.  We hope you will 
attend these two fine events.  
 
The Children’s Christmas Party was a success thanks to 
Michele Jordan and all her helpers. Please see her article 
for more information on this and the upcoming 
Children’s Easter Party which comes EARLY this year. 
  
Thank you Barbara Mallonee and helpers for the nice 
Christmas Bingo for the residents at Future Care. Please 
see her article for more information on this and 
membership. 
 
Our November Fund Raiser was a great success.  There 
were 752 tickets sold thanks to 171 participating 
members and friends of the AUX.  If you are a member 
who has not yet participated in this worthwhile 
endeavor, please give it a try.  We hold the Fund Raiser 
in November and June. I will be sending out tickets for 
our June Fund Raiser sometime in April. We hope to 
break the 800 mark.  Call me at 410-544-4460 for more 
info. 
 
Our St. Patrick’s Day Dinner/Dance will be held on 
Friday, March 14, 2008.  Dinner is 5 to 7:30PM and the 
dance starts at 8:30PM until 12:30AM with music by 
Oracle. The tickets are $15.00.  If you only want dinner, 
those tickets are $8.00 and seating is available in the 
lounge.  The menu is Corned Beef, cabbage, potatoes 
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and carrots.  Tickets will go on sale the night of the 
SAL Valentine’s Dinner/Dance, Friday, February 15, 
2008.  The deadline to buy your tickets is Sunday, 
March 9; 2008.All tickets must be paid for at the 
time of purchase.  There will be no refunds.  Seating 
in the hall is limited.    
 
Please refer to “Planned Post Activities” later in the 
newsletter for our upcoming fourth Friday of the 
month dinners and the dates for our third Sunday of the 
month Breakfasts. 
 
Please remember those who are cold and hungry 
especially at this time of year and donate to the charity 
of your choice.  The unit still collects canned goods for 
SPAN.  
 
Remember our veterans and service men and women 
all over the world.  
 
Pat Rabeau  
President 
_____________________________________ 
 
 

Chaplain's Message 
 
Happy New Year to all!!! 
 
I hope everyone had a nice Holiday season.  We’ve 
had some sick people since the last newsletter.  
Barbara Mallonee’s husband, Mike, had cataract 
surgery and Jerry Heath was ill.  Here’s hoping they 
are both doing fine. 
 
Our condolences go out to Linda DiPaula, Linda 
Freedenburg and John and Paula Fuller.  All have 
recently lost loved ones.  Please keep these members in 
your thoughts and prayers. 
 
As always, if you know of a sick member, please 
contact me so a card can be sent.  As I have said 
before, a card may be small, but it brings big comfort. 
 
Keep well, Keep safe and most of all, keep a prayer in 
your heart for our service personnel. 
 
God Bless you all and God bless the U.S.A. 
 
Betty Gentile 
Chaplain 

 

 
 
1st Vice President 
  
To all members who have not paid their dues for 2008, 
NOW is the time.  We need your help to reach our 
membership goal of 341.  This enables you to participate 
in all of the Post and Unit activities.  Senior dues are 
$17.00 and Junior dues are $3.00.  You can mail your 
dues to me at Severn Unit #175, P.O.Box 105, Severna 
Park, MD 21146-0105 or drop them in the Auxiliary 
mail box at the Post Home.  We now have 280 paid so 
we need your help to reach our goal.  You can help by 
signing up a new member.  Thank you for all your help. 
 
We held our Christmas Bingo Party for the residents on 
December 15.  We had a visit from Santa, with the Post 
Commander and Unit President.  Thanks Santa.  Had 26 
residents play bingo with seven volunteers helping.  We 
gave everyone a bag of goodies with candy.  If you 
would like to join us, help is always needed and 
welcomed.  Our next bingo will be on February 18 at 
7PM. The residents are always happy to see us. We serve 
refreshments plus give door prizes.  For info call 410-
575-1540.  
 
 Barbara Mallonee 
1st Vice-President 
 
 

 
 

2nd Vice President 
 
Our Christmas Party was a success thanks to everyone 
who helped in the kitchen, worked or donated items for 
the raffle and helped to set up or clean up.  Thanks to 
Santa, Jim Corkery, and to Earleigh Heights Fire 
Department for bringing Santa to the party. 
 
The Children’s Easter Party is Sunday, March 9, 1 to 
3PM. We will be having refreshments, gifts for the 
children and a visit from the Easter Bunny. We look 
forward to seeing you there. A sign up sheet will be 
posted in the lounge.  The cut off date is March 3, 
2008.  Please call 410-544-2066 for more info. 
 
Please remember that attendance at Children’s Parties 
is limited to children and grandchildren aged ten and 
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under of Post members only.  There is no smoking 
allowed in the hall at anytime and drinking alcoholic 
beverages is never permitted at children’s parties.   
 
Michele Jordan 
2nd Vice-President 
____________________________________ 

 

SAL NEWS 
 
 

Message From 1st Vice 
 
The SAL is currently at 72% of its membership goal.  
We are still behind last year’s pace. We need our 
members to be more prompt with their renewals. 
Remember, our dues for renewals and new members 
has been $15 since last year. 
 
Don’t forget the Valentines dinner and dance on 
Friday, February 15th from 7:00 PM to 12:30. 
Details in Post Activities Section. 
Entertainment will be provided by Oracle. The menu 
will consist of filet mignon, lobster, vegetable, roll 
and dessert. Beer and wine will be served during 
dinner. Tickets are only $45 per person. Get your 
tickets early and don’t miss out on a great time ! 
 
Don Zimmerman 
1st Vice Commander 

 
Planned POST Activities 

 
Post Hall Rentals 

 
Hall Rental is available to both members and non-
members.  Members receive a discounted price.  The 
fee for Sunday thru Thursday, either day or evening is 
very negotiable for everyone.  All depends on the type 
of function, time and size of the affair.  Our hall is 
capable of serving all types such as wedding 
receptions, bridal or baby showers, church or 
conference meetings/seminars, birthday and retirement 
parties.  
Please tell your family, friends and neighbors about 
our hall rental if they are in need of a place to hold 
their next event.  It will cost you nothing and will help 
promote the use of our facility. 
 

CALL PAT WACHTER, HALL CHAIRMAN, FOR 
MORE INFORMATION…..410-647-3756. 
 
Think Post 175 for your next Office Party.  Afternoon 
and evenings are available.   
_________________________________________ 
 
Auxiliary Catering 
 
 
If you are renting the Post hall for a wedding reception, 
birthday party, retirement party or any kind of party, 
please remember the Auxiliary has a great menu which 
can be accessed from the auxiliary page on the legion 
website. http://legionpost175.org/ or you can call Pat 
Rabeau at 410-544-4460. 
 

 
The Auxiliary 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner/Dance 
 

Friday, March 14, 2008 Music by Oracle 
Dinner will be served from 5 to 7:30PM 

 Dance hours are 8:30PM to 12:30AM  Tickets 
are $15.00 

Dinner consists of Corned Beef, cabbage,  
carrots, potatoes. 

Dinner ONLY, $8.00 
Tickets go on sale February 15, 2008 the night of the 

SAL Valentine’s Dinner/Dance 
The cut off date for all tickets is Sunday, 

March 9, 2008. 
All tickets must be paid for at the time of 

purchase, no refunds 
_______________________________ 
 
Auxiliary Friday Dinners 

 
Friday, February 22, 2008, Angie Murphy & Tina 
DeLauter will be serving Chicken Cheese Enchiladas.  
Friday, March 28, 2008, Sue Connor and friends will 
be serving “Chicken Divan” 
Friday, April 25, 2008, Rosemary Clutz will be serving 
Lasagna  
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Breakfast 
 
Sunday, February 17, 2008 and Sunday, March 16, 
2008. Please note our new hours are from 8:30 to 
10:30AM. Our new price is $6.50.  Omelets are 
still $.50 extra and children seven and under are still 
$3.00. Any questions call Pat Rabeau at 410-544-2066.  
 
 
Children’s Easter Party 
 
Sunday, March 9, 2008 1 to 3PM. Cut off date is 
Monday, March 3, 2008.Call Michele Jordan at 410-
544-2066 for more information. 
 
 

Sons of Legion 
Valentines Dinner and Dance 

 
Friday, February 15th from 7pm to 12:30am            

Dinner served from 7  to 8:30pm 
Entertainment will be provided by Oracle. 

 
Menu will consist of filet mignon, lobster, vegetable, 
roll and dessert. 
Beer and wine will be served during dinner.  
 
Tickets only $45 per person. Buy your tickets early. 
Last year was a Total SELLOUT.   
Don’t miss out on a great time ! 
 

 
Organization Meetings 

 
Executive Board meets last Monday of each month.  
[February 25th - March 31st] 
SAL Unit meets 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
[February 12th- March 11th] 
General membership meets 2nd Wednesday of each 
month.  
[February 13th- March 10th] 
Auxiliary Unit meets the 4th Wednesday of each 
month.  
[February 27- March 26] 
 
 
 
 

Flea Market/Yard Sale 
 
The Auxiliary sponsored Flea Market will be held on 
Saturday, May 17, 2008 from 8-12 inside and out.  Lots 
of advertising and publicity will be done so that 
everyone makes a buck or two.  Spaces may be rented 
with tables pending availability for the low price of 
$10.00 for members.  A sign up sheet will be placed on 
the bulletin board inside the main door of the Post for 
members to sign up.  Members are encouraged to sign 
up early prior to the offer being made to the general 
public.  Feel free to contact Ann Marie Peterson with 
your questions at 410-544-3645. 
 
__________________________________________ 
 

The Car Club 
 
Bay Country Region, Vintage Chevrolet Club of 
America meets  at the Post Home monthly on the third 
Friday of most months at 7:30 PM SHARP.  On January 
26, club members traveled to Cambridge for the winter 
parts meet and enjoyed a lunch at Harris’s Crab House.  
It was a fun get together.    Any questions call John 410-
437-9673 or Mike 410-757-1540. 
 

 
We Want Your Old Eyeglasses 

 
Chances are that you have at least one pair of old unused 
eyeglasses on the shelf because you didn’t want to just 
toss them.  The Severn River Lions Club has an 
easy solution for you.  The club collects old but useable 
eyeglasses and hearing aids for recycling.  Twice each 
year all the Lions clubs in the district (Anne Arundel, 
Howard, Baltimore City and county, and Harford 
county) sort the glasses that have been collected.  At the 
last sorting Lions boxed nearly 75,000 pairs of used 
eyeglasses.  These are boxed and sent to an eyeglass 
reclamation facility in Virginia where they are sanitized, 
graded for prescription, marked and packaged for use in 
third world countries.  The eyeglasses are given to needy 
vision impaired residents in these countries and help 
them see and be able to function with better vision. 
 
The Lions also collect used hearing aids, which are 
refurbished and offered to needy people through the 
Towson University Speech and Hearing Center. 
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Where do I drop off my used eyeglasses or hearing 
aids?  There is a colorful eyeglass collection box near 
the stage in the bar area of the Legion hall.  On your 
next visit bring your used eyeglasses and drop them in 
the collection box. 
 
The Lions thank you and a recipient somewhere in the 
world who receives your used eyeglasses to improve 
sight thanks you. 
 

Severn River Lions Fruit Sale Benefit set 
for 2007- 2008 

  
     The Severn River Lions Club again is set to 
offer select Florida citrus each month from November 
through March. 
  

The Lions offer premium fruit from H & S 
Citrus, shipped directly from the orchards to Severna 
Park.  

  
Ruby Red grapefruit is offered every month. In 

November and December, navel oranges are in season. 
In January, navel oranges are typically in season. 
Otherwise, we offer tart, tangy and sweet temple 
oranges.  

  
 Grapefruit is $16 for a 2/5 bushel box and $28 

for a 4/5 bushel box.  
Navel oranges are $15 for a 2/5 bushel box and $26 

for a 4/5 bushel box. 
Honeybells (in January) are $21 for a 2/5 

bushel box. 
 All proceeds go to school scholarships and local 
charities. 

  
Enjoy some Florida sunshine right here in Severna 
Park this fall and winter while helping our community. 

Please call Lion Nancy Burns, 410-647-2756. 
_______________________________________  
 

Go Ravens! 
 
Ravens Roost #33, which meets at the Post, invites  
Post members who are football fans to join the Roost.  
It is one of 50 Roosts that work together to promote 
football and local charities in addition to cheering for 
the Ravens.  Roost members have fun watching the 
games, but we enjoy other activities throughout the 
year.   We hold our annual convention in Ocean City.  

In February, members participate in a bull roast that is 
attended by Ravens players.  Membership dues are 
$15.00 per year plus a $15.00 Initiation fee.  For more 
information, please call Dave Schultz at 410-757-5505. 
 

Internet Access 
 
Post WEB Site is available for your use.   We are 
already receiving a significant number of “hits” 
(accesses) to the various topic areas included.   The 
Web site will continue to expand to include many 
more areas of information and interest to both Post 
members and outside inquirers.  This growth will be 
largely based on members’ suggestions. 
 
The Webmaster is Gail Helm of our Auxiliary.  
Thanks Gail for all your superb efforts in getting this 
excellent communications tool available to us. 
 
The web page may be accessed under 
www.legionpost175.org 
 
Please let Gail know through the web page response 
section (hyperlink at bottom of Web Page) what your 
thoughts are for articles/access methods/format 
changes that you feel you would like to see included. 
 
One thing we will be able to do is to inform every one 
of changes /omissions/errors from the Newsletter in a 
timely manner, as opposed to waiting for the next bi-
monthly issue of the Newsletter. 
 
The web page can present things that the Newsletter 
cannot.  Such as, COLOR pictures from events at the 
Post, hyperlinks to articles of interest from National 
and Department etc. etc. 
 
 
CONTINUE to use the process below to send  
E-mail to the email addresses listed. 
 
Please remember the Post E-mail is intended for Post 
business.  This includes any correspondence 
requesting information from the Post or to notify the 
Post of information.   
 
When sending e-mail to the Post, if you don’t know 
who to send it to use the INFO@LegionPost175.org 
Address.  
 
 
Please include:  
 Your Name  
 Brief description of subject  
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Please, if you have an e-mail address let us know 
what it is.   
Please submit via (E-mail, Regular mail, phone, or 
give it to the bartender)  
Name:____________________________________ 
 
Email:____________________________________ 
 
Phone #:__________________________________ 
General Post E-mail is Info@legionpost175.org 

Phone # is in case of questions only. Not required. 

General Information 
 

Web Site Address 
 

Post Web Page     www.legionpost175.org 

E-Mail Addresses 

General Info         info@legionpost175.org 

Newsletter         newsletter@legionpost175.org 

Webmaster           webmaster@legionpost175.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legionnaires 

Commander commander@legionpost175.org 

1st Vice 1vice@legionpost175.org 

Adjutant adjutant@legionpost175.org 

Judge Advocate    judgeadvocate@legionpost175.org 

Service Officer serviceofficer@legionpost175.org 

Chaplain  postchaplain@legionpost175.org  

SAL 

Commander    salcommander@legionpost175.org 

Auxiliary 

Aux President auxpresident@legionpost175.org 

Aux 2nd Vice aux2ndvice@legionpost175.org 

Aux Chaplain Auxchaplain@legionpost175.org 
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